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Porta Bella Specific Pl
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0" TRANSPORTATION & CIRCULATION

‘_"-.:-The concept of transportatlon and c1rcu1at1on w1th1n th commumty

isa synthesrs of tradmonal and o temporary own design. In the

: the volume through numerous pomts at Jower speeds.

- w- i ‘Within Porta Bella, the béét components of both design techniques
. will be utilizéd: A number of alternative transportation systems will
“  also be incorporated to énharice community linkage and mobility. The
following sections will discuss the various systems and their function
within the Specific Plan area.
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Porta Bella Speciﬁ_c Plan

4.1  Vehicular Systems

Both traditional and contemporary mobility ideas will be incorpo-
rated depending upon the desired function and character of the area
ser\:ziced by the roads. The interior of the neighborhoods will be served
by smaller, interconnected blocks of streets. These “webs” of local

collector streets will overlap with the slightly larger collector streets,

which ultlmately connect with the exxstmg and planned regional road
system.

A major contribution of the comprehensively planned Porta Bella
community, to the existing community will be the development of
large segments of three regional roads, two with a north/south and one
with an eas;/vq_e_sf alignment. Further, off-site traffic which tradition-

al_ly,accon;pa.nie's incremental or piece-meal development will in-

stead be largely handled on-site, with the inclusion of a multiplicity
of land uses..

'»Ai,hieir_archy éf .streets has been designed to provide convenient
- automobile access throughout the community, as well as provide an
addition of ﬁ:uch_ needed regional roads for the Santa Clarita Valley.
Vehicular mobility within and through Porta Bella will be accom-

. plished by a system of roads which are of varying sizes depending on

'thelr function. There are five general levels to this hierarchy: 1) six

A , lane hlghways 2)fourlane collector; 3) two lane collector; 4) two lane '

local street; and 5) a two lane alley.
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1.  Santa Clarita Parkway

Santa Clarita Parkway will traverse the site in a north/south align-
ment, and be located in the‘draw along the eastern slope of the ridge
landferm. By locating Santa Clarita Parkway in the this easterly draw,
the ridge‘lide acts as a natural sound and sight buffer, providing
separatlon between the surrounding communities and the regional
road Due to the hillside location of Santa Clarita Parkway, its actual
paved width should be minimized in an effort to minimize cut and fill
aésociatcd with, this, road, ;The use of a median in Santa Clarita
Parkway is discouraged in that it would cause an increase in the paved
width, and would necessitate additional cut and fill which may be
visible to the surrounding community. Actual pavement may range
from 64 to 92 feet. Excess right-of-way which is not necessary for

.tragél or breakdown areas should not be graded level, but should
ooijipliment the natural slope and landscape occurring in the area.

San't'a" Clarita Parkway Will"gifeofually originate at Bouquet Canyon
Road and proceed southerly over the Santa Clara River to intersect

) Wlth Soledad Canyon Road approximately 600 feet east of the

di‘;'commuter rail station. This regional road will proceed into

the4.Spe01f1c Plan area, rising above the Southern Pacific Jrailroad
*"." tracks. The road will continue up the draw east of the ridgeline,

intersect with Via Princessa, and exit the site near the south-eastern
corner of the project site. This regional road will eventually connect

" with the Placerita Canyon intersection of the Antelope Valley Free-

way (SR14).

Pdge 44

e e
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2. . ViaPrincessa
Via Pnncessa is a six lane hlghway which will traverse the site in an
east/west ahgnment near the southern boundary of the pro;ect srte Its
‘ ahgnment to the south of the. s1te is necessary to utilize the natural
“break” through the central rldge near Oro Fmo Canyon. A short
portlon of Vra”Pnncessa_ has been completed Westerly of the srte A

res1dents to the east of Porta Bella. The road bisects the South Dlstnct
“of Porta Bella and follows the southwestern edge of the project along
the open space edge between the Circle J nelghborhood The road will
be shohtly depressed or graded to accommodate a landscaped berm to

fromi the Circle J commumty The road right-of-
way W111 1nclude an expanded parkway with a curb-to-curb width of
82 feet and a 14-foot median.
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Santa Clarita Parkway
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4.1.2  Four-Lane Collector Streets

- The four-lane collector street establxshes the framework from whlchv- -

the mterlor commumty streets connect The purpose of the four-lane

' collectors, and carry 1t to the commumty, commercml areas or the ,

‘within the community, and their relation to the surrounding regional

« collector is to collect trafﬁc fro n the local streets and the two lane '

Page 4.7




Porta Bella Specific Plan

The following are cross-sections which illustrate the typical condl- ,

tions of the individual Four Lane Collector Streets

Central District
84'R.O.W.

10’

b—

10 64'

Town Center
(16' for 60° diagonal parking)

90' R.O.W. _ .
13' 64' 13

S"Quth District
-100' R.O.W.

© 13"

13’

30 L 14, 3p

—_——
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* Betwéen the two traffic cifcles, the character of "Main Street" changes
from a grand collector street to that of a Town Center "Main Street,"

‘ Wlth~ buildings closer. to the street creating. pedesman scale and' B

e 'contémment at the'51dewa1k s edge Accordmgly, _the nght of-way of
- "Main Street" will narrow to 90 feet through the Towﬁ Center.
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4.1.3 Two-Lane Collector Streets

The primary purpose of this type of road is to provide ingress and

egress of traffic from individual neighborhoods, and carry it to the

larger collector streets and highways. They will occur in three of the
four districts, and are shown on the following diagram. The two lane
collector has two travel lanes within a 36 to 40 foot paved travel way.
The total right-of-way will be at least 60 feet wide. The following
cross_section,shows: the typical conditions. Conditions will vary

within the Town Center District.
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A two-lane collector street connects Santa Clarita Parkway with the
Town Center District and runs through the residential neighborhoods
of the Town Center District and Soledad District.

Two-Lane Collector
64'

12 40' | 12
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4.1.4 Local Public Streets

Local streets are intended to serve the local neighborhoods and will be
publicly owned-and maintaied. The width of the local street and the
right-of-way will depend on the need for on-street parking and the
aesthetic character of the neighborhood it is intended to serve. The

- following cross-section illustrates the condition that may be found on

these public streets.

Local Streets

_ 60'R.O.W.
12 . 12’
18 18
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4.1.5 Alleys’

‘Some neighborhoods within the Specific Plan area will be served by

the trad1t10nal ’alle y- 'These alleys will take access from local streets.

-section 111ustrates the alley condltlon Wthh may

<. Private Stregts'will' bépermitted in Porta Bella and may be built to a

« varietyof staridardsdépending on the individual need. Any street built
~tovpublié’street-staridards may become a private street, providing
adequate provision is inade for iong-term maintenance. Private Streets
designed to special standards will be evaluated at the time they are
proposed. Among the standards that may be considered for private
~streetsinthe Planareaare: 1) Special curb treatments, including relled

‘curbs, battered curbs and no curbs, 2) reduced pavement widths for
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4.2 Commuter Rail

The Soledad District is the location of the first commuter rail station
in the Santa Clarita Valley. This station is the northerly terminus of the
Metrolink, which runs through Los Angeles and terminates in Long

Beach to the south. Parking is provided ad]acent to the rail station for -

weekday commuter parkmg

The commuter rail station will serve as a multi-modal transportation
station, interfacing with other forms of mobility discussed within this

- section, including; 1) private bus carriers, 2) local public transit, 3)

automobile, 4) bicycle & pedestrian. Also at this station will be the
people mover/escalator system which will link the station with the
Town Center aréa. =

To accommodate the various means of mobility at this station, the .

following features should be incorporated within its design.

-+ an automobile parking lot for commuters and ride sharing
« enclosed bicycle storage units
* a drop-off area for commuters (kiss-n-ride)
* an enclosed public transit area
. public‘ telephones/direct free line to local taxi or dial-a-ride
*. commercial bus carrier facxhty
* pedestrian escalator linking the upper area of Porta Bella .
- * automobile rental car facility |
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-

Santa Clanta Valley Transn (SCVT) currently prov1des local pubhc o
'trans1t serv1ce throughout the ‘Santa Clarita Valley Bus stops and
P shelters ‘WIH be prowded and aoproprlately located as dlrected by the

_ SCVT‘ Blcycle racks for locklﬁg f b1cycles should also be located at,
key bus stop areas:

A'pedestrian and blcycle ’system has been incorporated into the
community with connections to similar off-site trail systems. Bicycle
storage and locking areas should be located in key areas of the

commercial areas.

Within the communities, public rights—of.—way will accommodate
pedestrian oriented sidewalks. The street r1ghts of—way also are
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romantic walk.

‘equestl I'an_system These trails are mtended t
.~ and will blend with the surrounding environment. thle no eques-

_ improve the equestrian activity.

An extenswe “ridge-runner” trail system has been placed atop the
ridge within the Open Space areas of the Specific Plan area. This trail
system is intended to be of a natural surface, except where it connects
with the Town Center area’s “Crescent Walkway.” This trail system
will 1nc1ude vista points, linkage to parks, neighborhoods, Town
Center and the Civic Center.

The Crescent Walkway is intended to be a scenic walkway along the
canyon rim in the Town Center paralleling "Main Street." View
pomts gardens benches, and accenthghtmgwﬂlbelocated along this

4.6 | Ednestrian Trails

The éques_t:ian trails may be.,accommoda't

trian homes are a part of this facility, accessories for equestrian use,

. such, as trails, motorcycle barriers, horse crossing signage and strip-

ing, and other elements may be included along these trall ways to
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